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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION 

Department of Curriculum Management 

Educational Assessment Unit 

 

Annual Examinations 2017 
 

YEAR 10                            EUROPEAN STUDIES                TIME: 1h 30min  
 

 

Name: _____________________________                  Class: _________________________ 

 

This examination paper consists of TWO parts, Part I and Part II. Candidates are to 

attempt BOTH parts and to read carefully the instructions within each part. 

 

PART I                                                                                                            (Total 51 marks) 

 

Choose any THREE sections from Part I and answer ALL the questions in the chosen 

sections. 
 

Section 1 − Power and People 

 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child, which entered into force on 2nd September, 1990 

emphasizes the rights of the child to education.  It states that primary education should be 

compulsory and available free to all and that the development of different forms of secondary 

and higher education should be encouraged.  Likewise, the European Convention on Human 

Rights states that no person should be denied the right to education. 

 
(From: http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx and 

 http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Convention_ENG.pdf  

 

1. How does the right to education ensure the fulfilment of other fundamental human rights? 
 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________  

                                                                                                                                       (3 marks) 

 

2. Read the following case study and answer the questions. 

Secondary school is usually an experience which brings about mixed emotions.  New 

friendships are formed while old ones are sometimes broken.  Exam grades are given 

great importance.   

 

My secondary school experience is a bit different than that of my class mates.  I entered 

the school knowing only minimal English as I was a Syrian immigrant.  Going to school 

in an unfamiliar environment and being expected to learn in a foreign language was 

frightening at first.  I didn’t understand what people were trying to tell me.  I felt lost 

most of the time.  After a while, I was placed in an English Language Learner program.  

Although I felt better, these classes were not challenging enough and we were repeating 

the same lessons over and over again.  We didn’t have textbooks to take home with us 

and we were barely given homework.  I was part of a large group of students with varied 

http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Convention_ENG.pdf
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needs and speaking different languages. What made it even more frustrating was that I 

felt completely isolated from the other kids outside my class and felt very lonely. 

List FOUR barriers to the right to education as identified in the case study above. 

i. _____________________________________________________________________ 

ii. _____________________________________________________________________ 

iii. _____________________________________________________________________ 

iv. _____________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                             (4 marks) 

 

3. List TWO measures which should be carried out in schools to ensure that everyone has 

access to the right to education. 
 

i. _____________________________________________________________________ 

ii. _____________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                             (2 marks) 

 

4. Give the meaning of the following words or phrases: 

i. religious intolerance 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                           (2 marks) 

ii. xenophobia 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________  

                                                                                                                           (2 marks) 

iii. racism 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                           (2 marks) 

iv. compromise 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                           (2 marks) 
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Section 2 – Economic Development and Changes in Europe 

 

1. Transnational corporations have become some of the most powerful economic and 

political entities in the world today. 

 

i. What do you understand by the term ‘transnational corporations’? 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                            (2 marks) 

ii. Where are the headquarters of these corporations usually based? 

 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                        (1 mark) 

 

iii. Mention FOUR fast-food multinational corporations found in Europe. 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                            (2 marks) 

iv. Why are fast-food multinational corporations often regarded as threatening local food 

cultures and local companies? 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                                                     (4 marks) 

v. Name FOUR advantages which multinational corporations bring to host countries 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                            (4 marks) 

vi. Name FOUR disadvantages which multinational corporations bring to host countries. 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                     (4 marks) 
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Section 3 – Demographic and Social Realities 

 

1.  The Industrial Revolution, which began in Britain in the 18th century and spread to other 

parts of the world, largely affected societies and brought a remarkable change in the 

lives of people. 

 

i. What particular change was brought about to the textile industry during the Industrial 

Revolution? 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                           (2 marks) 

ii. Which invention contributed to transforming the textile industry and turning it into a 

more efficient and productive one? 

 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

  

                                                                                                                             (1 mark) 

 

iii. The textile industry made great use of child labour.  Briefly describe the working 

conditions of children in factories. 
 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                           (7 marks) 

 

iv. Mention TWO measures introduced by the 1833 Act which aimed to improve the 

situation of children who worked in factories. 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                            (2 marks) 

 

v. The transportation industry underwent significant changes during the Industrial 

Revolution.  What main changes took place and why were such changes necessary? 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                            (3 marks) 
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vi. The Industrial Revolution led to urbanisation.  What do you understand by the term 

‘urbanisation’? 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                            (2 marks) 

 

Section 4 – Europeans and their Environment 

1.  “The climate in Greece is typical of the Mediterranean climate.  The year can be broadly 

subdivided into two main seasons: the cold and rainy period lasting from mid-October 

until the end of March, and the warm and dry season lasting from April until 

September.  Long stretches of consecutive rainy days are infrequent in Greece, even 

during the winter, and the sky does not remain cloudy for more than a few days in a row, 

as it does in other regions of the world. “Bad weather” days in winter are often interrupted 

during January and the first fortnight of February, with sunny days.  

 During the warm and dry period the weather is usually stable, the sky is clear, the sun is 

bright and there is generally no rainfall. There are, however, infrequent and brief intervals 

of rapid rain or thunderstorms chiefly over mainland areas”. 

 (Source: http://www.alpha-omegaonline.com/weather_greece.htm) 

 

i. Give the name of TWO other European countries with a similar climate as that of Greece. 

  

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

  

                                                                                                                             (1 mark) 

 

ii. The cool temperate climate is found mostly in northwest Europe.  What are the main 

characteristics of this type of climate? 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________            

                                                                                                                                                     (3 marks) 

 

iii. Give the name of TWO European countries which have the cool temperate climate. 

  

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                (1 mark) 

 

 

iv. With reference to other climatic types found in the European continent, what are summers 

like in Sub-Arctic European areas? 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________               

                                                                                                                            (2 marks) 

http://www.alpha-omegaonline.com/weather_greece.htm
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v. The agricultural sector of a country is highly dependent on the climate of that country.  

What types of crops are grown in a country which has a Mediterranean type of climate? 
  

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                           (2 marks) 

 

2. London’s Docklands is an area along the River Thames which, for centuries, was an 

important port.   

 

i. Outline TWO reasons why the London’s Docklands became ‘derelict’ after the 1950s? 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                           (2 marks) 

 

ii. What measures did the British government take to improve the London’s Docklands in 

the following areas: 

a. physical-environmental regeneration 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                     (2 marks) 

 

b. economic regeneration 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                 (2 marks) 

 

c. social regeneration 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                           (2 marks) 
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Section 5 – The Cultural Heritage 

 

1. The Basque country is a European cultural region in the western Pyrenees that spans the 

border between France and Spain on the Atlantic Coast.   

 

i. Describe the causes behind the conflict which has persisted in the Basque region for fifty 

years. 
 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                          (10 marks) 

 

ii.   The Basque conflict is also referred to as the Spain-ETA conflict.  Identify the part 

played by ETA in this conflict. 
 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                           (4 marks) 

 

iii.  Nationalism has been closely associated with the most destructive wars of human history.  

What do you understand by the term ‘excessive nationalism’? 
 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                     (3 marks) 
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PART  II 

 
Answer any TWO questions in essay form. 

 

Section 1 – Power and People 

 

Previously referred to as the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and 

Fundamental Freedoms, the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) is an 

international treaty which protects human rights and fundamental freedoms in Europe.  

Discuss. 

(17 marks) 

 

Section 2 – Economic Development and Changes in Europe 

 

The European Union has introduced a transport infrastructure policy that connects the 

continent between East and West, and North and South.  This policy aims to close the gaps 

between Member States in several areas.  Discuss with reference to the TENs. 

 

Section 3 – Demographic and Social Realities 

Growing up in a multicultural society gives a person the chance to experience the rich 

diversity of human life and different ways of looking at the world.  Discuss both the 

advantages and disadvantages of multiculturalism.      

(17 marks) 

Section 4 – Europeans and their Environment 

 

The Mediterranean diet is a modern nutritional recommendation inspired by the traditional 

dietary patterns of Southern Italy, Greece and Spain.  Describe in detail the main 

characteristics of this type of diet as well as its benefits. 

 

(17 marks) 

Section 5 – The Cultural Heritage 

In the 1960s a new band known as The Beatles was introduced in the pop music scene and 

became, for many, the most popular and influential rock band of all times.  Discuss how 

pop music enhanced a common European cultural heritage. 

 (17 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


